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GB_MLTM.
Menace of Germany.
GUNS IN _I_\./[OROCCO

Dominating Straits.

(FROM OUR BPECIAL REPRESBENTATIVE.)

LONDON, April 21,
Germany's miniature “Maginot Line”
in Morocco, when it is finished, will
run from Cap de L'Eau and Iles Chaf-
farines, in the extreme east of the

' @panish zone, to Benzou and Ksar
Seghir, opposite Gibraltar, and on the
west coast from Arzila, just south of
'the Tangler international zone, to the
neighbourhood of Larache,

This is the statement of a special corre-
spondent of the “News-Chronicle,” whe has
just completed a tour of investization in
Marneeco. In reeent months, he declares,
there have been two distinet though closely
inked occupations of the Spanish Protectorate
the first for the purpose of creating per-
manent German influence, the second for giv-
ing assistance to the Spanish rebel cause.

The first of these is of more immediate
importance to the British people.  There is,
ne deelares, no longer any (ree passage of the
Giibraltar Straits. At Fenzou, directly oppo-
ite Gibwaltar Bay, a now German 405 gun
has beon installed and its capabilities severely
rested. It has been fired several times
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rested. It has been fired several times
towards Spain, end has proved satisfactory.
ulside Benzou, on the Punta Blanea, German
enzincers have installed and camouflaged a
sattery of three smaller guns with a range
of almost 14,000 yards. They were made in
1921 tor the Spanish Navy by Viekers, They
have now been reconditioned &t Cadiz and
adapted to Jand use.

*1 have seen photosrophs and have talked
with two of the many men who were taken
from prison and forced to help to build sunken
cmplacenients,” the correspondent  continues,
‘All three guns are more or less hidden by an
outeut in the hiliside, and are connected by
subterrancan galleries with a common maga-
a;lm-.h Il-fagh has Its own automatic ammuni-
Ll a1 1R

CROSSFIRE OVER SBTRAITS.

This bateery is complemeintary to a similar
ene of new German guns on @unta Carnero,
whieli s on the Spanish mainland opposite,
Botween them they can rake the sea passage
with crowslire and make a mockery of the
suaranteed freedem of  the Straits, The
Straits are also menaced trom Ksar Seghir,
widch lles between Benwou and the Tangler
international zone,  Here, states the eorre-
spondent, there is a battery of (hree new
zuns: whose calibre he has heen unable to
diseover, althoueh he i rellably informed that
hey atre German,

Ceuta, it is stoted, Is now a fortress, In
‘he elty itself there is a battery of four 15.5-
inch guns,  On the house woofs of the Plaza
Azearats, Calles Canalrjas, and Rebellin, and
on the reof of the churelh of Los Iemedins
ire installed four German anti-alreraft gnns
cof the latast patiern. The peninsula of El
tlacho, which juts out eastwoerds from Ceontn
‘5 part and parce! of this giant fortress. Here |
thore are eleven guns. Near the penal
sattiement are two batteries of fonr suns each, |
All are 75's, and in the extreme north of this
neninsu'a, on the heizhts dominating it, are
three 155’5,  All are new, and all are Ger-
man, it s stated,

At Castilleins, southward oa the border of
Spanish sovereien teritory snd the Spanish
Protectorate. four German 73's point towards
Moroeceo,  Half-wav slong the coast Hes Villa
Alhueeman, in whose bav German submarines
find fideal shelter. This bay. filanked by
Fanes Marra Mueva and Quilates. is a {arbidden |
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Coanes Morro Mneva and Quilates, is a fnrhiddﬂni
=ane Arenrate information filters out only
with extrome diffienlty, it is stated, for it is
here thet whatever headanarters *he Nazis
have installed in Moroeco and whatever con- |
eeniration of troops there may be, are to be
fornd It 18 more difficult of aceess than
Ihaz=a. It fe knovn, however, that on hath
panes eonerets  smnlacemente  have recently
been buill and that earh is fortified with at
rost a battery of four T5°s, .

SEAPLANE BASE, |

Further ea<t lles Melilla, with itz ideal
epaplane base, the inland sea of Mar Chica
At this moment, it is stated, there are not
more than 20 Italian seaplanes usina b
mnst havine gone to the mainland after the
{all of Malsza, Melilla and Its environs are
even more heavily fortified thon Centa, On |
Cap des Trots Fourches, northwards, are
tour new German 75's. which zuard the sea
nasenge in and ont of the harbour, Four
new 105'% have bern placed strategically eln-'-i
vy the Mellla Liththonse and in the old
town there is a battery of four new 75's Jnst |
ertith-west of the town at Forte de Rostro |
Gordn. German engineers have in<talled a|
battery of reconditioned German 115 which
thev hrought from Ceuta. There are four,
Thev were ecast in 1905, There are at least
eicht of the newest anti-aireraft euns at
Melilla, mest of them surrounding the har-
hour, two actually on the jetty.

The harbour is much used hy German
and Italian shins, It is stated, for it is one
of the chief sourees of the rebel sunnplies,
and it 18 from here that ore from Riffien
mines leaves for Germany, Such is the welght
af traffie that the harbour was recently re-
eonditioned and brought up to date,  All
minor fittines were brouzht from Melilla by
German destrovers bearing the marks LU and
LW. It is8 seldem, however, that big Ger-
man erulsers now  appear st Ceuta nnd
Melila. They are more careful, Their fov-
ourite haunt is a little bay north of Cap
Nelr, Hoere, between Ceuta and Tetusn, un-
ohserved by forelgn Consuls and other buty-
iwidies, they lie off the village of El Medik,
in a “strategically admirable position.”

Fortifications which are being erected be-
tween Arzila and Larache are not vat finished,
In order to hurry them up, a system of forced
labour Is beine applied,
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